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Commodore and his officers then landed, but bore
themselves in a manner that left in no doubt the poor
opinion they had of the Company's servants. They would
hardly deign speak to any one except the Governor. At
the same time hardly a day passed, that they did not fight
at least one duel among themselves. The Company's
servants, although humiliated by the arrogance of the
visitors, still hoped great things from their quarrelsome
dispositions and fancied that the mere sight of one of
Angre's castles would rouse them to such fury, that
resistance would be impossible. Commodore Mathews
discussed various plans with the President and his council.
Finally it was resolved to attack Kolaba and to invite the
help of the Portuguese. Messengers were sent both to the
Portuguese Viceroy at Goa and to the General of the
North, as the Governor of Bassein and the island of
Salsette was called. Both the high Portuguese officials
came to Bombay and accepted the English invitation,
agreeing to lead in person contingents from Goa and
Bassein. Mr. Boone entertained them magnificently and
they in turn consented courteously to serve under a
British commander. Mr. Boone appointed a Mr. Cowing,
one of his council, general-in-chief, and distributed among
other civil servants of the company a number of military
commissions. The Governor of Bombay reviewed the
English forces on the island and expressed himself confident
of success. The troops embarked and were conveyed to
Chaul, where the Portuguese contingents awaited them.
From Chaul they marched ten or twelve miles to Kolaba,
The allied forces numbered no less than five thousand
men with twenty-four field pieces, and if properly led,
should have conquered all Angre's possessions. But the
general-in-chief, Mr. Cowing, had no experience of war.
Commodore Mathews had only seen service at sea; and
between the English and the Portuguese was the mutual
distrust born of more than a century of rivalry and
warfare. From the first, things went badly with the
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